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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

The childhood home of Nathaniel Hawthorne in Raymond is where
he dreamed of becoming an author,
came to admire nature and all its
beauty and inspired his love of storytelling. Built in 1811 and listed on the
National Register of historic places,
the home has been renovated and is
now available as a meeting and gathering space for up to 50 people at a
time.
Located at 40 Hawthorne Road in
Raymond, The Hawthorne House is
suitable for future use by the public
for a variety of functions.
Historically the Hawthorne House
has functioned as a quasi-museum,
however since in the late 1880s the
interior was largely removed, and it
became a large open interior space
with historical significance as the
childhood home of Hawthorne, who
gained everlasting fame in American
literature for his novels The Scarlet
Letter and The House of the Seven
Gables. The board overseeing the
restoration project of the landmark
structured has determined the house
is best served for small meetings for
local organizations.
“Although the Hawthorne House
is a historical landmark and is open
to all we are limiting our ‘approach’
as a community center predominantly for organizations in Raymond
and Windham,” said Tom Ewig, a
Hawthorne Community Association
board member.

Hawthorne House
Ewig said with the renovation
work performed on The Hawthorne
House, the board has taken a shell of
a structure and is trying to make it
more relevant to the local area.
“The whole point of our efforts,
which have included almost $100,000
of renovations to the foundation/
exterior and interior, is to make
the building more relevant to our
neighbors as a place for meetings
and functions instead of it remaining largely unused for much of the
year,” he said. “We want our neighbors to know where we are, what we
are, and how they can use this great
and historical house for their particular needs, for small meetings, as an
organization headquarters, for art
or photography exhibitions, special
functions, and many other uses.”
According to Ewig, the availability of The Hawthorne House in Raymond as a gathering spot is a great
local resource.
“We want the community to enjoy
the building and make broader use of
it. We have already booked a num-

ber of functions and have a calendar on our website where we can accept bookings,” he said. “The Sebago
Lakes Region Chamber of Commerce
will have their April Business Break
here. The Raymond Waterways Association will have their annual meeting
here and we have an individual who
will be celebrating a family member’s
100th birthday here just to get us
started. More to come.”
Nathaniel Hawthorne was born on
July 4, 1804, in Salem, Massachusetts,
a descendant of William Hathorne, a
Puritan who emigrated with his family from England to the Massachusetts
Bay Colony. Hawthorne’s grandfather, John Hathorne, was a judge
who presided over some of the Salem
Witch Trials.
Hawthorne’s mother was widowed
when he was age 4 and after living for
10 years with relatives in Salem, the
family moved to a home near Sebago Lake in Raymond built for them
by Hawthorne’s uncles Richard and
Robert Manning. He lived there with
his family until being sent to board-

ing school in 1819, but later in life,
Hawthorne said that the time he
spent at that home in Raymond was
the happiest period of his life.
Currently the availability of space
for private functions within the Raymond and Windham areas is rather
limited, and it’s believed the addition
of The Hawthorne House to the mix
will broaden that footprint.
Further renovation work is
planned and volunteers plan to add
outdoor seating and picnic tables so
in the summer months any overflow
guests from events can be accommodated there.
The board of 12 volunteers for The
Hawthorne House conceived a plan
to bring a 19th century house in poor
shape back to life and of significance
in the 21st century while moving the
project from a vision to a reality.
“We have had a very gratifying
response to our capital campaign
and have increased our membership
to almost 100 from some 20 or 30
one year ago,” Ewig said. “We will
launch a second capital campaign
shortly which we hope will then cover all costs of renovation and give us a
showcase building to serve the community for years to come.”
To learn more about The Hawthorne House, to become a member
or to book a reservation, visit www.
Hawthorneassoc.com or find them
on Facebook under Nathaniel Hawthorne House. <

NOW OFFERING AFFORDABLE

HAWTHORNE
HOUSE

EVENT RENTALS
Perfect for showers, receptions, birthday parties,
small weddings, craft fairs, meetings and more

– Available from May through September
(or later depending on weather.)

– Air conditioned
– Inside capacity of 50 people
(Please note the facility is not handicap accessible)

– Small kitchen with stove and refrigerator
– WiFi & 75” TV screen for presentations
– Unisex bathroom
– Tables and chairs available
(you bring your own table coverings/decorations/etc.)

– Outdoor picnic tables & spacious backyard
Members & Non-Profits:
$25 per hour

Non-Members
$50 per hour

*2 hour minimum. $75 returnable deposit.

40 Hawthorne Road, Raymond (Route 302) • www.hawthorneassoc.com/rental
Call Abel at 207.318.7131 or Becky at 207.329.0537 to book or to schedule a tour

Check us out at our

OPEN HOUSE
Sat., May 7, 2022 • 1-4pm

